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TPS CONSIDERATIONS: HAITI (OCTOBER 2017)
NATURAL DISASTER

BACKGROUND & OVERVIEW

The January 12, 2010 earthquake that struck Haiti caused extensive damage to the country’s
physical infrastructure and public health, agricultural, housing, transportation, and educational
facilities. Haitian government estimates of the death toll caused by the earthquake have ranged
from 230,000 to as high as 316,000 people, though the accuracy of differing estimates is in
dispute.! Estimates of people internally displaced range from approximately 1.5 million® to 2.3
million® at the peak of displacement.

Although some progress regarding reconstruction and recovery has been made in a variety of
sectors, billions of dollars in pledged foreign assistance never materialized, and the pace and
scope of Haiti’s recovery has been uneven. * Many of the conditions prompting the original
January 2010 TPS designation persist, and the country remains vulnerable to external shocks and
internal fragility. Haiti has also experienced various setbacks that have impeded its recovery,
including a cholera epidemic and the impact of Hurricane Matthew—the latter of which struck
Haiti in October 2016 and “severely worsened the pre-existing humanitarian situation” in the
country.” As of August 2017, Haiti “continues to be affected by a convergence of humanitarian
needs,” ¢ including food insecurity, internal displacement, an influx of returnees from the
Dominican Republic, the persistence of cholera, and the lingering impact of various natural
disasters.” Moreover, Haiti’s recovery has also been impacted by a series of other challenges

! O’Conner, Maura R., Two Years Later, Haitian Earthquake Death Toll in Dispute, Columbia Journalism Review,
Jan. 12, 2012.

* Status of Post-Earthquake Recovery and Development Efforts in Haiti (December 2014), U.S. Department of State,
Dec. 2014.

¥ Key Statistics, Office of the Secretary-General’s Special Adviser on Community-Based Medicine & Lessons from
Haiti, United Nations, 2012.

4 US Gives Haitian Immigrants 6-month TPS Extension, Voice of America News, May 22, 2017; Charles,
Jacqueline, Senate Democrats to Trump administration: Let Haitians stay, Miami Herald, Apr. 27, 2017.

(UNOCHA), Jul. 4. 2017.
¢ Haiti - Humanitarian Situation Report - August 2017, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), p.1, Aug. 2017.
7 Haiti; Humanitarian Snapshot (June 2017), United Nations Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), p.5, Jun. 11, 2017.
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related to housing, healthcare, economic growth, political instability, security, and environmental

concerns.
HOUSING SHORTAGE & INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT

Even before the 2010 earthquake, Haiti faced a substantial national housing deficit, estimated at
700,000 housing units.® With an estimated $2.3 billion in damages—approximately 40% of the
total—housing was the sector most impacted by the earthquake.” The Haitian government
estimated that 105,000 houses were destroyed and 188,383 houses collapsed or suffered
considerable damage.'® The International Organization for Migration (IOM) claimed that 1.5
million Haitians were internally displaced and moved into internally displaced person (IDP)
camps and other temporary sites following the disaster.!!

While the number of IDP camps/sites and displaced individuals from the 2010 earthquake have
significantly declined, Haiti still faces considerable obstacles related to housing. According to
data from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), from July 2010 to June 2017,
there has been a net decrease in displacement by 97 percent, and 98 percent of sites have
closed.'? However, as IOM reported in June 2017, “Camp closures, relocation and rental subsidy
programs began decreasing substantially in March 2015, a trend which continues today.”"?
According to Amnesty International, many individuals who have left the IDP camps/sites have
reportedly “moved back to unsafe houses or started building or reconstructing their houses, in
most cases with no assistance or guidance, and often in informal settlements located in hazardous
areas.”'* Amnesty International has also claimed that over 60,000 IDPs have been forcibly
evicted from camps since 2010 by private landowners, often with the assistance or implicit
support of Haitian authorities. !’

As of June 2017, around 37,867 IDPs (9,347 households) were still living in 27 camps. '
According to IOM, the number of organizations providing assistance to IDPs has declined in

& Ten facts about Haiti’s housing crisis, Amnesty International, Jan. 12, 2015,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2015/01/ten-facts-about-haiti-s-housing-crisis/, (last visited Aug. 16,
2017).

? Ten facts about Haiti’s housing crisis, Amnesty International, Jan. 12, 2015,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/articles/news/2015/01/ten-facts-about-haiti-s-housing-crisis/, (1ast visited Aug. 16,
2017).

Haiti, United Nations, 2012.
1 Five Years After 2010 Earthquake. Thousands of Haitians Remain Displaced, International Organization for
Migration, Jan. 9, 2015, https://www.iom.int/news/five-years-after-20 10-carthquake-thousands-haitians-remain-

12 JOM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.5, June 2017.

13 JOM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.5, June 2017.

14 Haiti: internal displacement, forced evictions. statelessness - the catalogue to violations continue, Amnesty
International, p.6, Mar. 31, 2016.

15 €15 Minutes to Leave”: Denial of the Right to Adequate Housing in Post-Quake Haiti, Amnesty International, p.9,
21, Jan. 2015; Haiti: internal displacement, forced evictions, statelessness - the catalogue to violations continue
Amnesty International, p.6, Mar. 31, 2016.

16 JOM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.5, June 2017.
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recent years, and “living conditions in the camps are precarious and access to basic services
remains a major challenge for the displaced population.”'” A vast majority of the
aforementioned individuals still living in camps/sites “are currently not targeted by partners for
durable solutions.”!®

In October 2016, Hurricane Matthew impacted over 236,000 homes—of which 44% were
destroyed and 42% severely damaged” '*—and displaced approximately 175,000 people in
Haiti.?° In areas most affected by the storm, approximately 90% of homes were destroyed.?!
IOM reported in June 2017 that 3,597 individuals were living in 48 displacement sites due to the

impact of Hurricane Matthew and spring flooding in Grande’ Anse and Sud departments®*. %

While post-earthquake IDP camps are closing, Haiti’s housing shortage remains far from
resolved. The 2010 earthquake exacerbated the country’s pre-existing shortage of adequate and
affordable housing.** The Government of Haiti has estimated that the country will need as many
as 500,000 additional housing units over the next 10 years to make up for its shortage prior to the
earthquake, to replace housing lost as a result of damage from the disaster, and to accommodate
projected urban growth.*

CHOLERA EPIDEMIC & HEALTHCARE

Haiti’s longstanding public health challenges were exacerbated by the January 2010 earthquake
and an ongoing cholera epidemic that started in October 2010.%¢ According to the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID), “even before the 2010 earthquake, Haiti’s healthcare
system was not able to respond to the needs for basic healthcare services.”?” The 2010
earthquake significantly impacted Haiti’s health sector, destroying 50 health centers, the
Ministry of Health, and part of the country’s primary teaching hospital ®* Damages from both
the 2010 earthquake and Hurricane Matthew in October 2016—the latter of which affected 99

17 IOM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.6, June 2017.

18 JOM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.5, June 2017.

19 Haiti Humanitarian Bulletin - Issue 64 | May 2017, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UNOCHA), p.4, Jun. 11, 2017.

20 Thomas, Alice, Two Steps Back: Haiti Still Reeling from Hurricane Matthew, Refugees International, p.4, April
2017.

! Thomas, Alice, Two Steps Back: Haiti Still Reeling from Hurricane Matthew, Refugees International, p.4, April
2017.

22 Haiti is divided administratively into 10 departments. See The World Factbook: Haiti. CIA, Jul. 27, 2017,
https://www.cia. gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ha.html, (last visited Aug. 17, 2017).

3 [OM Haiti — DTM Report — June 2017, International Organization for Migration, p.8, June 2017,

24 Haiti - Housing and Settlements Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar.
2017.

25 Haiti - Housing and Settlements Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar.
2017.

26 Haiti -~ Health Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar. 2017.

%7 Haiti — Health Infrastructure Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar. 2017.
28 Haiti — Health Infrastructure Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar. 2017,
Haiti - Health Fact Sheet, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), p.1, Mar. 2017.
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