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Pursuant 1o the relevant provisions of the immigration and Nationalty Act pertaining to
Temporary Protected Status determination, | have reviewed information regarding the country
conditions in £] Salvader, Honduras, and Nicaragua. [have reviewed this information for
determining whether the statutory criteria for the designation of Guastemala vnder § US.C.
§1254a(h) continue to be met. Az thistime, despite receiving a reporting fram a broad
spectram of sources, | do not have ali the necessary information te make this determination in
an appropriately deliberative manner prior to the time spedfied in 8 US.C §1354a{b{3Y A ¢
have concluded that additional time is necessary for me to gather further information and
further evaluate it 1o make the determination whether the country conditions continue or have
been restored to the extent they ability of the countries to adequately handie the retum of
ther nationals. Based on this conclusion, and under operation of 8 US.C §1254abX3 (), the
perniod of designation for El Salvador and Honduras land maybe Nicerague, or end N;‘camgua
swce popuiction s only 5,348, and the Oct memeo stares they can taxe their ctizens back) Wil
be externded for an additional period of & months.

I weitt review the country conditions of these countries during the extension period and, i
country conditions no longer warrant a continued designation, | will terminate the designation.
i will approach this review and accompanying decision with the understanding that any
termingtions of country designations are to be accomplithed in 8 marner designed to provide
for {1} the best interests of the United States, considering TPS in the full array of immigration,
teansnations! eriminal organization, garg, and drug reduction {2} an orderly transition (3] the
equities of the individuals and *herr home countries in prepanng to return the TPS participants
zfter such jong gencd%? txg:e
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country bas discretionary factors that contribute to a term nat or decision Mcst noiadly, the
Department of State recommendation states that neitner Bl Salvadeor or Horduras have the
current capacity 1o accept and assimilate the TPS individuals back into the coantry without
major disruption. (Expand this from Dos memo, and this is keyv 1o whather we 2150 extend
Nizaraguz because it is dfferant from the nther two - it can agcapt

i also received a recommendation from the Nationat Szcurity Council on November 3, 2017 to
te-murate with an effective date of lanuvary 5, 2019 2nd engage Congress ta pass a
comprenensive srrmgration reform o include mery baseo entry system. With the time of this
memdo end the reguirement for 3 deoision by Novermber 6 | have not hac the coportunity to
ciscuss merit based immigratior entry wits the Congress, and get this key stzkeno der < inpat
on the *easibilty of this proposal and the timeframe in which #t woeld take to implement.

Additionaliy, | received a reaort from the ZHS Cfiice of Policy which raises impoarant forear
pehey consicerztions. It reises vakd guestiors an the gverat imrsgration and cru
enforcement piciure, snd whethe immediate zorion or TPS n these coumntnies furthers the
Unitad States agenda or these koy Arnenca first issues, or witl impose further thalienges in our
imrmgration, transnationa: arganized crime, and drug reduction mtztives

Aowever, there are urique drcarstances e ated to these TPS deugnations  Moncuras and
Nicaragua received TPS designstion in 1997 as a result of Hurricane Miton and £l Salvador
recewved s designation it 2001 and 2010, respectively after earthguakes. Adaitionaliy, £f
Salvador previously received TPS status in 1960 dua 1o its ol war, which led inteo the secong
TPS designation. The Unitad S1ates gonernment nas allowed these TPS persors 10 stay under
termnporary status for 19 yaars in the case of Honduras and Nicaragua, 16 vears for B! Salvador
The extreme fength that these persons have lawfully stayed in this courtry demand 2 well
plannad nath for their removal from TRS sTatus. The sie of populaticn under TP8 — 263,282 for
£l Salvazor, 86,262 for Hordu-as, and 5,229 for Mcaragua make the repatriation process

plann ng essential. One option is for Congress o pass iegislation 1o provide a path for eligible
persons, other than return to their country after establ shipg Jital Fees in the Jnited States.
Alternatively, the Uinited States should work witn these countries 1o plan for their citizens'
~etu-p. If that planning is not aane, thers could e a sutge o illegal immigration bazk to the
Jrited States.

This week | receved mutiple products prepared by expans tha stated vahid concerns related to
the termination of iP5 treceived inteiligerce and Analysis reporiing that the implications for
TPS expiring for benefiziary from [l Salvader, Honduras, Haiti snd Nicaragus woula nave aigh
rates of rewurn ttlega migration i TPS sended [
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imtelligence Note stated that the termination of 726 for Ha'ti, Honduras, or El Salvador wll Eely
cause anincreass in mugrents crossing sdlegatly from the Urited $tates to Canady and cigiming
refuges status. Another report from the Department of State stated that Central Americans
St want to send ther children north, and the the eaiﬁ 2037 drop in dhicy mograton was Hikely
temporary. Asecond Department of State repors says thet economc factors in these
cuntries drive illegal rnmigration. and that connections with Hegal immigrants ziready in the
United States provide additional incentive. TPS however provicos no addticnal mcantive for
pacple to migrate 1o the United States, since TPS persons are fully assimllated and have few
home country ties. These products indicate that n end to TPS at this time may increzse disga!
‘reragration. Wth Congrass woarking on a solgtion ¢ close the many locpholes in our
mMIgrstion system, it may be most zdvisable to end TPS in conjunction with those legistatwe
B es 10 avoid & surge i immigration with the cdrrent incorpiete suite of immigration

enforcement tools to addrass it
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